
 

Under Maryland Law, If a Decedent Dies Without a Will, Who Receives Assets After Probate Concludes? 
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Surviving Spouse*  No Surviving Spouse  

Decedent left 

surviving children 

No surviving 

children 

Minor children 

50% to surviving 

spouse; 

50% to children 

Adult children 

First $15,000 and 50% 

of residuary estate to 

surviving spouse; 

50% to children 

Decedent has 

surviving parents 

No surviving parents 

or children  

First $15,000 and 50% 

of residuary estate to 

surviving spouse; 

50% to parents 

 

All to surviving 

spouse  

To kids equally (or if 1 or 

more kids predecease, their 

share to their lineal 

descendants**) 

No children  

Surviving parent(s)  

All to surviving parent(s) (in 

equal shares if both are living) 

No surviving 

parent(s) 

No Surviving Descendants: 

Assets pass either to the 

Maryland Department of 

Health & Mental Hygiene 

or to the County Board of 

Education 



*This chart does not account for the family allowance a surviving spouse or minor child may be entitled to under MD. EST. & TRUSTS 

CODE § 3-201 

 

** Lineal descendant definition: a relative in the direct line of descent (i.e., an individual’s children, grandchildren, etc.) 

 

Disclaimer: This chart is intended for general informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  This chart was 

created in July 2015, and changes to Maryland law may affect the accuracy of the information presented.  Professional legal counsel 

should be obtained for each individual situation.      
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Surviving siblings 

Equal shares to 

surviving siblings  

No surviving siblings but 

surviving 

nieces/nephews 

Equal shares to 

nieces/nephews (or if 1 

or more predeceases, 

their share to their 

lineal descendants**) 

No surviving siblings or 

lineal descendants of 

siblings 

Surviving 

paternal 

grandparent(s) 

No surviving 

paternal 

grandparent(s) 

Surviving 

maternal 

grandparents(s) 

No surviving 

maternal 

grandparent(s) 

50% of residuary 

in equal shares 

to paternal 

aunts/uncles or 

their lineal 

descendants, if 

any 

50% of residuary in equal 

shares to paternal 

grandparent(s) (or 100% if 

no surviving maternal 

grandparents and lineal 

descendants of maternal 

grandparents)  

50% of residuary in equal 

shares to maternal 

grandparent(s)(or 100% 

if no surviving paternal 

grandparents or lineal 

descendants of paternal 

grandparents)  

 

50% of 

residuary in 

equal shares 

to maternal 

aunts/uncles 

or their lineal 

descendants, 

if any 

 


